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SUBJECT:SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFICIARY - GERVALIO GUTIERREZ 

1 . SSA HAS REQUESTED POST ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING 
INFORMATION WITH REGARD TO PAYMENT OF SOCIAL SECURITY 
SURVIVOR'S BENEFITS ON THE ACCOUNT OF GERVALIO GUTIERREZ. 

2. GUTIERREZ DISAPPEARED ON NOVEMBER 13, 1966 WHEN HE AND 
TWO FRIENDS APPARENTLY PILOTED A SMALL PRIVATE AIRPLANE 
ON A BOMBING MISSION OVER MATANZAS, CUBA. GUTIERREZ 
WAS REPORTED MISSING FROM DATED OF INCIDENT. A MIAMI 
ANTI-CASTRO, WITH SOURCES IN CUBA, WAS CERTAIN HE WAS NOT 
CAPTURED OR IMPRISONED. THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT RELEASED 
NEWS OF THE AIR RAID ON 11/13/66 BUT OFFERED NO 
INDICATION THAT THE AIRPLANE WAS DOWNED. A SEARCH BY 
THE USCG FAILED TO FIND ANY TRACE OF THE AIRCRAFT WHICH 
WAS ASSUMED TO HAVE CRASHED AT SEA. 

3. GIVEN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, USINT REQUESTED DETERMINE IF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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POST FILES CONTAIN INFO RE DISAPPEARANCES AND, IT NOT, 

TO ASCERTAIN FROM GOC IF HE WAS EVER IN CUBAN CUSTODY 
AND WHAT WAS HIS FATE. PTE ASF, INFORM DEPARTMENT ASAP 
RESULTS YOUR INQUIRY. 

4. GUTIERREZ SURVIVORS ATTEMPTING OBTAIN A FAVORABLE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


DECISION BASED ON PRESUMPTION OF DEATH AT THE TIME OF 
DISAPPEARANCE. CASE NOW PENDING WITH THE APPEALS COUNCIL 
OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION. EXPEDITIOUS 
HANDLING OF CASE REQUESTED. VANCE 
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